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I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

tockport Academy 

students, staff and 

our local community paid 

tribute to all of those 

affected by the Manchester 

Arena bombing of 2017 with 

a moving remembrance 

service, one year on from 

the tragic events. 

In a poignant ceremony, 
students lined out in the 
playground dressed in 
black and yellow clothing 
to form the outline of a 
giant bee, before over 
700 paper bees were 
dropped from the roof as 
our choir performed 
Ariana Grande’s ‘One Last 
Time’. 

The audience then heard 

from Paula, who is a mum 
of one of our students 
and who was at the 
concert with her daughter 
on the night the bomb 
went off. This was 
followed by an emotional 
display from our SA 
Dance group, then Year 7 

student Belle sang a tear-
jerking performance of 
‘Somewhere Over The 
Rainbow’ as students 
released black and yellow 
balloons. 

SA Dance came back for a 
final time to close the 
ceremony, with students 
invited to get up and clap 
and/or dance to show 

their support after 
showing the utmost 

respect throughout 
proceedings. 

Principal Mrs McCann 
said: “A number of our 
students and their 
families were there on 
that fateful night and as a 
whole school we have 
been affected by the 

events that unfolded. 

“It was so important to us 

as a school for us to stand 

together today and I am 

so proud of our students 

and staff for the level of 

respect and resilience 

shown here today.” 

You can watch the video 

of our memorial service 

on our website. 

S 
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Mr Frank McCarron, 

Executive Principal 

 

Something To Sing About 

Principal’s Message 
At the end of yet another 
phenomenal year and my 
first as Principal at 
Stockport Academy I 
would like to express 
thanks to all of our 
parents, governors, staff, 
local businesses and 
external organisations 
that have supported us 
over the course of the 
year.  I would most like to 
thank students who have 
raised the BAAR yet 
again; they have 
demonstrated maturity, 
commitment and 
ambition both inside and 
outside the 
classroom.  Standards 
have risen yet again in 
relation to attendance 
and behaviour, while the 
co-curricular 
opportunities in 
Stockport Academy this 
year have been second to 
none!   We have worked 
harder than ever in our 
lessons and we can not 
wait to celebrate with 

Year 11 in August.  

This newsletter is not 
enough to note the things 
this year that we are 
most proud of; in just this 
last term our Year 7 
demonstrated resilience 
and learnt many new 
skills on their residential 
in North Wales, and our 
whole school reflection in 
memory of those who 
lost their life in the 
Manchester Arena 
bombing on 22nd May 
was humbling.  Our 
students have visited 
Blackpool Pleasure Beach, 
Oxford, Lake Garda and 
France.  We have been 
named Stonewall School 
Champions, we have 
become the first 
secondary school in the 
country to receive the 
Leeds Beckett University 
Mental Health in Schools 
Award.  We were also 
delighted and incredibly 
proud that our Student 
Council were finalists for 

the MEN Schools Awards’ 
Team of the Year. 

We have enjoyed 
spending time this term 
with students in many of 
our primary schools in 
both Year 5 and 6 prior to 
their transition to 
Stockport Academy, 
through numerous 
opportunities including 
taster lessons and after-
school clubs.  

We have already many 
plans for yet another 
phenomenal year;  In 
order to keep up to date 
with so many things that 
we cannot always 
squeeze into our 
newsletter please follow 
us on Twitter 
(@sptacademy), 
Instagram 
(@stockportacademy) 
and keep an eye on our 
website. 

J McCann 

Principal 

We now officially have an award-winning 

choir, after our group picked up the 

Student Team of the Year Award at United 

Learning’s Best In Everyone Awards, 

beating over 50 other schools across the 

country to the title. 

Representatives from the choir proudly 

travelled down to Oxford for a glamorous 

ceremony where they were presented 

with their trophy, which is now on display 

in our reception area. 

Music Teacher Ms Stevenson said: “Our 

choir have had an exceptionally busy 

year, performing at our annual prizegiving 

event at Stockport Plaza and even going on 

a mini tour of Stockport in the run-up to 

Christmas.  

We are very lucky to have such a talented 

and dedicated group and are immensely 

proud of what they have achieved.” 

Mrs Janine McCann,  

Principal 

“Standards have 

risen yet again in 

relation to 

attendance and 

behaviour, while the 

co-curricular 

opportunities in 

Stockport Academy 

this year have been 

second to none!” 

-Principals’ Message 
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Supporting Mental Health 
Stockport Academy became the first 
school in the country to be awarded the 
Leeds Beckett University Mental Health in 
Schools Award in the final term of the 
year. 

The mental health quality kitemark 
recognises schools that ensure the 
wellbeing of students and staff. 

We were commended on our wide range 
of activities in school that support this, including one-on-
one counselling sessions for students, family therapy 
sessions and mental health drop-ins, all available on a 
weekly basis. 

In addition, our Peer Mentors offer support to Year 7 

students when they transition from primary 
school and the whole school celebrates an 
annual Mental Health Awareness Week. 

Principal Mrs McCann said: “We are 
delighted to be the first secondary school in 
the country to receive this award, which 
recognises the hard work of students, staff 
and our families, on what is an incredibly 
important issue. 

“As a school at the heart of its community, we work 
tirelessly to support our students with their curricular 
studies and beyond. Helping to raise awareness of the 
importance of mental health and wellbeing is a key part 
of our drive to provide a real education with character.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Student Council had the honour of meeting the 

first ever Lord of Stockport as part of a unique 

understanding of the country’s political system. 

Students spent two hours with Lord Goddard, who 

delivered a presentation on the role of the House of 

Lords, before fielding a question and answer session 

with students—offering his take on a range of topics 

from Brexit to the process of passing legislation. 

Lord Goddard said: “This is an outstanding school and I 

can see it going from strength to strength. The 

students are among the most respectful I have met and 

the questions just kept coming, which was great.” 

Talking Politics With Lord Goddard 

Let’s Get Ready To Rumble! 
Our playing fields were awash with colour as the school celebrated Anti-

Homophobia Month in style in June. 

The Year 10 Peer Mentors organised a ‘Rainbow Rumble’, which is based on the 

Hindu Holi Festival – also known as the ‘Festival of Colours’ – that involves 

participants covering each other in coloured powder. 

Students raised money for charity by selling cakes and treats throughout the 

afternoon, while participants also had to pay £1 to take part and a little extra if 

they wanted to purchase further bags of powder paint. 

Mrs Saatchi, who leads the Peer Mentors, said: “We had an absolutely wonderful 

afternoon and it was great to see nearly the whole school come together to 

celebrate Anti-Homophobia Week.” 
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Records Tumble At Sports Day 
Students enjoyed an extremely successful 

Sports Day, with a total of 17 new records 

being set across a wide range of events. 

In the morning, form groups competed 
against each other in traditional field 
events including javelin, long jump, 
triple jump and shot putt. They also 

went head-to-head for the not so 
traditional ‘welly fling’. 

After an early lunch (that included the 
final visit of the year from the Stockport 
Academy Ice Cream Van), the whole 
school lined out by the athletics track 
for an afternoon of excitement. 

Students took to the track for a number 
of races including the sprint, one-lap, 
two-lap and the relay, with another 
Stockport Academy favourite – the 
three-legged race – providing some 
hilarious moments towards the end of 
the day. 

The final event saw staff take to the 
track in a multi-challenge relay that 
involved a wheelbarrow race, egg and 
spoon, three-legged race and a straight 
sprint. Mr Hargreaves narrowly beat Ms 
Foster to the finish line, reclaiming the 
title he won for the first time last year. 

Mr Hargreaves’s form group echoed 
their tutor’s success by also winning the 
overall school title after picking up the 
largest number of points throughout 
the day. 10AHA achieved 171 points, 
beating 7LLW, 8SRO and 9MON who 
won in their respective year groups. 

Head of PE Mr McGahey said: “We 

always look forward to Sports Day and 

the atmosphere this year was possibly 

the best yet. We are so proud of our 

students who gave their all, while the 

level of sportsmanship this year was 

something else – with everyone cheering 

each other on contributing to an 

absolutely brilliant day.” 

SPORTS DAY 

RESULTS 

 

Year 7 Winners:  

LLW 

Year 8 Winners: 

SRO 

Year 9 Winners: 

MON 

Year 10 

Winners: 

AHA 

 

Congratulations 

to 10AHA who 

achieved more 

points than any 

other form 

group and 

claimed the title 

of overall Sports 

Day Form 

winners! 
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Our Performing Arts students and staff had a 

‘fantastico’ time after spending several days in Italy 

for their end of term residential. 

The group visited Lake Garda, Venice and Verona as 

part of a trip that also involved them taking part in 

specialised workshops focusing on Dance, Drama 

and Music. 

Other than seeing the sights this beautiful part of 

the world had to offer, highlights included a fancy 

dress fun night, a ride on a water taxi and sampling 

some delicious pizza and pasta! 

Head of Performing Arts Mrs Campbell said: “We 

had the absolute best time and it was such a 

pleasure to take this group of students, who were 

incredible throughout. We all had so much fun and I 

would like to thank the staff who spent time away 

from their families to make this trip the most perfect 

experience. 

“The week has really epitomised  an ‘Education With 

Character’ that we strive to offer our students at 

Stockport Academy and has left everyone with 

memories they will hopefully keep with them for the 

rest of their lives.” 

‘Perfetto’ Performing Arts Trip To Italy 

France Visit Offers Culture And Cuisine 

A group of our Year 8 students had the opportunity 

to visit new places and try new experiences as they 

spent several days away from home on our annual 

visit to France. 

They stayed at a beautiful chateau in the Normandy 

region, where they spent several days visiting some 

very interesting landmarks and exploring French 

culture. 

As well as visiting the world-famous Bayeux 

Tapestry, students also learned about the Second 

World War’s D-Day landings with a visit to Omaha 

Beach, along with several excursions to local 

towns. 

Students even had a go at sampling traditional 

French cuisine, including frogs’ legs and snails—

which received mixed reviews! 

Head of MFL Ms Hindley said: “The group was 

brilliantly behaved and we had an amazing few 

days exploring Normandy, while learning about the 

region’s history and culture. It is so important when 

learning a foreign 

language to be 

able to have that 

context and it is 

fantastic that we 

could offer our 

students this 

opportunity.” 
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The artwork of several of our students will be on 

public display at the Lowry Outlet throughout 

the Summer, after Stockport Academy was given 

its own bee to decorate as part of the ‘Bee In 

The City’ project. 

Our bee is one of 132 sculptures that have been 

decorated by young people, and is on display at 

the shopping centre in Media City until 23rd 

September.  

Head of Art Ms Stirling said: “We are incredibly 

proud of the students involved in this project, 

who have put in countless hours on the design. 

Their work is a credit to Stockport Academy and 

an excellent showcase of their talents.” 

Prizegiving At The Plaza 
The achievements and efforts of the school year were 

celebrated in style at our annual Prizegiving Ceremony 

in July. 

Students, families, staff and friends of the school made 

their way to the prestigious Stockport Plaza Theatre 

for an evening where we recognised the best of 2017-

18. 

Prizes were presented across a wide range of 

categories, including form tutor awards, gold/platinum 

merits, subject awards, Head of Year awards and much 

more. 

One of the highlights saw four Year 11 students 

achieve 5 years 100% attendance – meaning they 

hadn’t missed a day of school throughout their entire 

time at Stockport Academy. All four were rewarded 

with a trophy and a laptop or iPad. 

The evening also involved the presentation of cheques 

to our school charities for the year. Over £5,000 was 

donated in total to Myeloma UK, Once Upon A Smile 

and Signpost Stockport Young Carers. 

Trophies were presented by our guest speaker Ben 

Cooley, who is CEO of the Hope For Justice Charity. 

Ben shared his inspiring story of setting up the 

international organisation, which tackles modern 

slavery, with over 1,300 members of the audience who 

gave him a rousing reception. 

Principal Mrs McCann said: “Prizegiving is one of the 

highlights of our school calendar and this year we were 

proud to have invited more students than ever before. 

The event is one of pure class and sums up our school 

values of Believe, Aspire, Achieve and Respect 

perfectly. I would like to thank everyone involved for 

making this such a memorable night.” 

 

Busy Bees 
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In June, we bid farewell to our outgoing Year 11 students after their five years at Stockport Academycame to an 

end.  

Our prom was held once again at Lancashire Country Cricket Club and you can see some of the photos from the 

night below. Thank you to Owen Peters Photography for kindly supplying these. 

Farewell, Class of 2018! 
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Maths Masters 
Primary school students put their maths 
skills to the test as they competed to 
become champions of Stockport 
Academy’s first ever Primary Maths 
Tournament. 

Year 5 students from Cheadle Heath, Lark 
Hill and Alexandra Park Primary Schools 
took part, with four children per team 
doing their best across several rounds to 
bring home the trophy. 

Competitors had to work together in the 
first round, which saw them attempt to 
solve a number of mathematically-based 
problems. They then each represented 
their school as an individual, having a go at 
some challenging UKMT Maths Challenge 
questions and a code-breaking round, 
where they had to unlock a numbered 
padlock on a treasure chest to unlock some 
prizes inside.  

The final round involved them competing 
on TT Rockstars, attempting to solve as 
many times tables as possible in a minute. 

After totting up the scores, Lark Hill 
Primary School’s team was declared the 
winner, taking home the trophy. All those 
involved received certificates for some 
excellent work. 

Stockport Academy Head of Maths Mrs 
Mackintosh said: “We really enjoyed 
hosting these talented mathematicians and 
can’t wait to teach them as Stockport 
Academy students when they reach Year 7! 

“Everyone had a great day and plans are 
already in place for next year’s 
tournament!” 

Aspirational Teachers 
Oak Tree Primary students visited 
Stockport Academy in June to hear from 
some of our teachers about how they 

started their careers 
as part of the primary 
school’s ‘Aspiration 
Week’. 

The Year 5 group 
listened to Mr 
McCarron, Mr Bosten 
and Ms Lalmohamed 

about how they got into teaching, which 
involved some interesting  journeys via 
radiotherapy, the Navy and even 
ambitions to become a priest! 

Students were then given a tour around 
the school by our newly-appointed Peer 
Mentors, getting the opportunity to ask 
the Year 9s lots of questions about life at 
Secondary School. 

Executive Principal Mr McCarron said: “It 
was a pleasure speaking with the students 
from Oak Tree Primary and they had 
some really interesting questions about 
what it takes to have a successful career. 

“It was great to meet such an ambitious 
group and they were a credit to their 
school.” 
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This term, we’ve opened our doors to local Primary Schools for everything from taster lessons to 

Maths Tournaments, Football Festivals and a storytelling workshop with a professional author! 

Below are some of the best photos from the final term of the year from some of these events. 

If you spot your child, email chris.prince@stockport-academy.org to win a prize! 

We provided a feast of football for local primary 

schools during the World Cup as we hosted our 

first ever football festival. 

Students and their families from Cheadle Heath, 

Alexandra Park, Lark Hill, St Matthews, Cale Green 

and Bridge Hall primaries came down at the end 

of their school day to indulge in some sporting 

activity. 

With the sun beaming down on our Astro Pitches, 
conditions were perfect for a kickaround, and at 

half time, everyone made their way to the Sports 
Hall to enjoy some World-Cup themed 
refreshments, have some fun on a football bouncy 
castle, watch the game on TV and have a go at a 
keepie-up competition. 

After several rounds of matches, all those taking 
part received a certificate for their superb 
sportsmanship and teamwork. 

Head of PE Mr McGahey said: “It was great to see 
so many people from the community turn out to 
enjoy themselves and celebrate one of the biggest 
sporting events on the planet with us. 

“Everybody had a great time and we really 

enjoyed hosting them. Our Sports Leaders did a 

great job in helping to officiate the matches and 

thank you also to all the staff who helped ensure 

the festival was a success!” 

Photo Competition - Summer Term 
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Our Year 7s had the time of their lives 

during a residential visit to North Wales. 

Nearly 70 students made the 

hour-long trip to Kingswood, 

Colomendy, with a full 

schedule planned for their 

three-day stay. 

From raft-building and den-

making to high ropes and 

night walks, it was an action-

packed trip that ensured families will have 

had a quiet weekend when a busload of 

very tired students returned on Friday 

evening! 

Enrichment Coordinator Mr Molloy said: 

“Our students’ behaviour throughout the 

visit was exemplary and they were a credit 

to themselves and the school. I have seen 

so many of our Year 7s grow massively in 

confidence while they have been away with 

us and the experience has left us all with 

memories that I’m sure will last a lifetime.”  

Aspiring Authors 

Making Memories 

 

 

 

See You In September! 
We were very excited to welcome our incoming 
Year 7 students to Stockport Academy in July 
for our annual Transition Day. 

It was the first opportunity for many to meet 
their new classmates for the first time, as well 
as their new Head of Year, Mr John, and their 
form tutors. 

Students spent the day familiarising themselves 
with their new school and learning about their 
timetables and what to expect on their first full 
day. They also had the chance to have a go at 
some taster lessons, including Science, English 
and Spanish. 

Mr John said: “ We can’t wait to welcome 
everybody here as Stockport Academy students 

in September, and Transition Day was a brilliant 
opportunity to get to know everyone a little 
better.” 

 

Our Year 7s and 8s—along with Year 5s 

at Alexandra Park Primary—were lucky 

enough to receive a writing masterclass 

by one of the best in the business. 

Steve Skidmore has written over 200 

titles, and visited our library to deliver 

several sessions to pass on his 

knowhow to the younger generation. 

 

Librarian Mr Clarke said: “We can’t 

thank Steve enough for paying us a visit 

and his workshops were wonderful and 

thoroughly engaging. Both our students 

and the Year 5s left the library 

absolutely buzzing about all things 

books, and the prospect of writing 

more stories for themselves. You really 

can’t ask for more than that.”  
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A Term In Tweets 
What’s being said on social media? Follow us @sptacademy 



What would you like to see in the newsletter?  

Is there something you particularly like or 

dislike?    Please   tell   us   by    emailing     

chris.prince@stockport-academy.org. 

 

Contact us: 

Post:  Stockport Academy, Heathbank Road 

Cheadle Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Phone: 0161 283 0330 

E-mail: enquiries@stockport-academy.org 

Website:  www.stockport-academy.org 

Twitter: @sptacademy 

Have your say…. 

Group emails 

Group emails allow you to get in touch with staff quickly.  
Simply use the relevant email address and include the staff 
member you wish to contact in the message.  You will get a 
response within 48 hours during term time. 
 
 
Pastoral Managers email and direct dial telephone numbers: 
 
Transition, Years 7 and 8 
linda.mccann@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4226 
Year 9 
caroline.molloy@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4252 
Year 10 
jo.selby@stockport-academy.org  0161 362 4293 
Year 11 
jo.selby@stockport-academy.org  0161 286 4293 
 

Group emails—faculty addresses 

english@stockport-academy.org 
maths@stockport-academy.org 
science@stockport-academy.org 
humanities@stockport-academy.org 
(includes geography, history, RE) 
technology@stockport-academy.org 
ict@stockport-academy.org 
(includes business studies, computing and ICT) 
expressivearts@stockport-academy.org 
(includes drama, dance, art) 
mfl@stockport-academy.org 
(French and Spanish) 
pe@stockport-academy.org 
 

Contact us: 

Post:  Heathbank Road, Cheadle 

Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Telephone: 0161 286 0330 

Email:  enquiries@stockport-

academy.org 

Twitter:   @sptacademy 

Instagram: @StockportAcademy 

Diary Dates And Contact Details 
         Autumn Term 2018 

5th Sept: First Day Back To School 

7th Sept: Year 7 Photo Day 

19th Sept: Year 6 Open Evening  

12th Oct: Celeb Charity Football Match 

18th-19th Oct: School Production 

24th Nov:  Christmas Market 

7th Dec: School Closed For INSET 

Term dates for Autumn 2018 

Wednesday 5th September to Friday 19th October 

 

Monday 22nd October to Friday 26th October 

Half Term 

 

Friday 7th December 

INSET/Planning Day—school closed 

 

Monday 29th October to Wednesday 19th December 

(early closure on last day of term) 
Follow us on Twitter @sptacademy,  

Instagram @stockportacademy and visit  
www.stockport-academy.org to keep up to date. 


